CIA DOCUMENT SUPPRESSION 


Tom Betnell Is a young English schoolteacher with a uassion fcr 
jetz. He was in New Orleans working on a university-commission®!: book 
when, according to my information, he heard of the Garrison invest ies"-' 
,f°? f. ro ?. Ee ? n Anar ® ws - Bethell volunteered to assist Garrison. It 
i® vao . .£ ot 1 2 touch with me January 1, 1967. He was then with 

Penn Jones, editor of the Midlothian, Tex., Mirror , expert on the ravs- 
tenous oes-ns of people somehow involved in the assassination eno its 
investigation end author of "Forgive My Grief", a book la««tv or the- 
subject It is Seths 11 whom I persuaded to co^e to WashirJton Tc work 
ir. the National Archives, as I describe in the text. b 

Cnee he was there digging into the New Orleans aspect of the mse I 
abandoned that to him. Soon I was being asked questions indicating a 
e era interest In him. My presumption is the curiosity was th* FBI T ^ 
and entirely improper. For that reason, I thereafter avoided the Ar- ' 
chives as much as I could. 

From the few brief conversations I had with him after he learned his 
way around that particular archive and from what Jim Garrison told m® 
when I was in New Orleans, I know Bethell’s work was fruitful. 

return to New Orleans, Ross Yockey, in the Ststes-Item of 
July 1, 1967, wrote an account of some of his discoveries as emoocTed 
i? t ? n !,°£ > , ni ® T !‘ epor y * SetbelT found, as I had charged in WHITEWASH II, 
that to -he CIA yesterday's unrefrigerated milktoest is still secret. 

51 suoh files, classified as "secret" or "top secret", he 
selected for special mention these 29: 

CD 931 — Oswald's access to information about the U-2, (3): CD 1054— 
xnformation on Jack Ruby and associates. (S); CD 674— Inf ornetion given 
to the Secret Service but not yet to the Warren Commission. (S); CD 871 
7;f h0 ^ a ,^ Oswald in Russia. (S); CD 321 — Chronology of Oswald in USSR. 

fii8’ -R D tr?^?'" ApP e n on X r,o? C ? 3 21 * (f)> CD 691— Appendix A to CD 321; CD 
8lo- Revisions of CD 321. (S); CD 692- -Reproduction of official CIA dos- 

InJ ,? n A°5?“ la i 121&— from Helms (CIA Director Richard Helms) 

?n^nn=tl Le ! ° sweld ; < 3 >J CD 1273-Memo from Helms re. apparent 

inconsistencies in information provided by CIA. (S); CD 935 — Bole of 

cuoan Intelligence Service in processing visa application. (TS); CD 1551 
--Conversations between Cuban president and ambassador. (TS) - CD 117 ^ 
Activity of Oswald in Mexico City. <S); CD 394-Activity of Oswald in 
City- 0 "^^ ” -Re . allege tions Oswald interviewed by CIA in Mexico 

Ci.y, U D 42t>— Interrogation of Silvia Duran in Mexico City; CD 726— Ac- 
tions of Duran after first interrogation. (S); CD 1000— Mexican inter- 
rogation of Gilberto Alva redo. (S); CD 128?— Re. Oswald and affidavit 
concerning cropped picture. (S); CD 698— Reports of travel and activi- 
ties of Oswald end Marina; CD 63 I— Re. CIA dissemination of information 
on . Oswalt; 708— Reply to questions posed by State Department; CD 1012 

--George and Jeanne DeMohrenschildt. (S); CD 1222— St® tements of George 
DeKonrenscnilot re. assassination. (S); CD 943— Allegations of Pf- 
Eugene Dinkin re. assassination plot. (S); CD 971— Telephone calls 'to 
hh Canberra (Australia), re. planned assassination. (S); CD 

nnr?""^i ter ? 6 * 8 sssasination sent to Costa Rican embassy. (S); CD 
('DSSR)'! 1 {'3f atl0n3 regSLrdlng Intelligence Training School in Minsk 

fo„I h ®w e irsdicape "that the CIA had extensive information on Oswald De- 
fore the assassination, Yockey reported, and "that'Oswald may have had 
access to secret U-2 aircraft files" (coming from his assignment as a 

e J"? Atsugi Air Force Base in Japan), having to do with ssni- 
onsge flights over the USSR, 

Bethell also found an unclassified, notarized statement fromjames 
D. Crowley, a State Department officer, stating, "The first time-'! re- 
member learning of Oswald's existence was when I received telegraohic 
messages dated October 10, 1963, from the Central Intelligence Agency, 
whicn contained information pertaining to his current activities?" 

aythell concluded that ’The contents of this message apparently never 
reached the Warren Commission because there are r.o commission documents 
originating from the CIA dated prior to the assassination ... it would 
be interesting to know what the CIA knew about Oswald six weeks befo-e 
the assassination," 


Because I concluded and wrote In WHITEWASH more than two and a half 
year3 earlier that Oswald in Sew Orleans was establishing an intelli- 
gence cover for his trip to Mexico, I concur in his understatement that 
"it would be interesting to know what the CIA knew about Oswald six 
weeks before the assassination", and more particularly, because of the 
revelation in this book of Oswald's CIA connections. 

Two of the men in Bethell's list of suppressed documents, Gilberto 
Alvaredo and PPC Eugene Dinkin, Yockey reports, are not mentioned in 
the 26 volumes of printed evidence. 

Bethell's study ahows that of the l£50 Commission files 300 are 
still entirely secret and of the remainder about half are in part still 
secret. 

It more than confirms my evidence, that when the murder of President 
Kennedy was "investigated", the protection of the CIA, FBI and their 
agents and informants was more important than learning the truth. 


